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ACTION AF-18 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 ADP-00 IO-12 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-09 H-02 

INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-03 RSC-01 PRS-01 SS-15 

USIA-12 RSR-01 /123 W 
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R 081735 Z MAY 73 
FM AMEMBASSY RABAT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8961 
INFO AMEMBASSY MADRID 
AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY TUNIS 
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E. O. GDS 

TAGS: PFOR AG MO MR 

SUB J : GOM CRITICISM OF MAURITANIAN AND ALGERIAN POSITIONS ON 
SPANISH SAHARA 

REF: NOAUKCHOTT 342; ALGIERS 1079 

1. SETTING STAGE FOR TRIP ARITE FOREIGN MINISTERS' MEETING 
MAY 8 IN NOUADIBHOU ( REFTELS), GOM- CONTROLLED MEDIA ARE 
CRITICAL OF MAURITANIAN AND ALGERIAN POSITIONS ON SAHARA. 
AHMED ALAOUI MAY 8 IN SEMI- OFFICIAL " LE MATIN" COMPLAINS 
THAT IN PAST MOROCCO WAS ALONE IN MAKING CONCESSIONS TO 
" BRING ABOUT NORMALIZATION" ITS RELATIONS WITH GIRM AND 
GOA. AND WARNS THAT NO MORE CONCESSIONS WILL BE FORTHCOMING. 
SAHARA IS MOROCCAN, AND SAHARANS ARE MOROCCANS. OFFICIAL 
RADIO AND TELEVISION COMMENTARY PUBLISHED MAY 8 IN SAME PAPER 
DEVELOPS THIS THEME EVEN MORE BLUNTLY, ATTACKING ATTITUDE 
ADOPTED BY ALGERIAN AND MAURITANIAN DELEGATIONS AT UNGA, 

IN LATE 1972, WHICH IT CLAIMS DID NOT REFLECT POSITION TAKEN BY 
TWO CHIEFS OF STATE DURING 1972 SUMMITS WITH KING HASSAN. 
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MOROCCO HAD BEEN FORCED TO ABSTAIN ON 4 TH COMITE RESOLUTION 
AS RESULT INSISTENCE TWO DELEGATIONS ON " CERTAIN PARAGRAPHS” 

( PRESUMABLY RESOLUTIONS INVITING SPAIN TO CONSULT WITH 
"MAURITANIA, MOROCCO, AND ANY OTHER INTERESTED PARTY” ON 
HOLDING OF REFERENDUM). COMMENTARY MAKES IT CLEAR THAT 
GOM REJECTS CONCERT ON SAHARAN QUESTION " SPIRIT OF 
NOUADHIBOU" AND INTENDSTO TAKE INDEPENDENT LINE WITH SPAIN 
TO WHICH IT WILL ASK ALGERIANS AND MAURITANIANS TO RALLY. 

2. PRESS HERE FIRST ANNOUNCED THAT CONFERENCE WOULD BE HELD 
IN NOUADHIBOU; IT MAY BE THAT GOM MADE CHANGE OF VENUE TO 
NAOUKCHOTT CONDITION ITS PARTICIPATION. MOROCCANS PROBABLY 
WOULD HAVE PREFERRED MEETING IN RABAT. GOM DELEGATION 
INCLUDES ALI SKALLI, SECGEN OF MFA; TAIEB BEN BOUAZZA, 
DIRECTOR, AFRICA- ASIS DIVISION. MFA; AND MOHAMED MAHJOUBI, 
DIRECTOR OF FONIN’ S CABINET. 

ROCKWELL 
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MAY 8 IN NOUADIBHOU ( REFTELS), GOM- CONTROLLED MEDIA ARE 
CRITICAL OF MAURITANIAN AND ALGERIAN POSITIONS ON SAHARA. 
AHMED ALAOUI MAY 8 IN SEMI- OFFICIAL " LE MATIN" COMPLAINS 
THAT IN PAST MOROCCO WAS ALONE IN MAKING CONCESSIONS TO 

" BRING ABOUT NORMALIZATION" ITS RELATIONS WITH GIRM AND 
GOA. AND WARNS THAT NO MORE CONCESSIONS WILL BE FORTHCOMING. 
SAHARA IS MOROCCAN, AND SAHARANS ARE MOROCCANS. OFFICIAL 
RADIO AND TELEVISION COMMENTARY PUBLISHED MAY 8 IN SAME PAPER 
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